Ellis Fischel Cancer Center: cancer care at the crossroads.
Ellis Fischel Cancer Center, the first state cancer center west of the Mississippi River, opened its doors in 1940, one year before Houston's M. D. Anderson. Ellis Fischel has been through major and challenging transitions over the years and is in the midst of another. The institution has matured, evolved and progressed to a modern, full service facility and care paradigm. Ellis Fischel has never faltered in its time-honored traditional value of serving the needs of all Missourians regardless of socioeconomic status or geographic location. We review in this paper services available at Ellis Fischel and how they are likely to change over the next five years.